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To the Right Honourable and Ho- 
nourable the Truſtees of the Linen 
Manufacture. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T is humbly preſumed that every Acquiſi- 
tion, which may add to the Wealth or Im- 
provement of this Country, ought to be commu- 
nicated to ſuch as have it in their Power to ſerve 
the Publick, and it is from this Motive, that T have 
been induced to lay before your Honourable Board 
ſuch Papers and Accounts as have been tranſmit- 
ted to me by different Perſons, defirous of extend- 
ing the Linen Manufacture in Great-Britain and 
Ireland. | 

The following Schemes and Progreſs of the 
Truſtees of Scotland, the Imports of foreign Li- 
nens into England, taken at different Periods du- 
ring a Courſe of twenty-five Years, and the Ex- 
ports of Jreland in Linen and Yarn during the 
Courſe of fifty-nine Years, may, perhaps, aſſiſt you 
in reſolving what Branches of the Manufacture are 
fitteſt to be encouraged. : 

The Increaſe of the different Branches of the Li- 
nen ManufaRure in Great Britain and this Kingdom, 
compared. with the Decreaſe or Increaſe of the Im- 
ports in foreign Linens, will ſufficiently demonſtrate 
wherein particular Species have been too much at- 
tended to by thoſe concerned in the Linen Manufac- 
ture, whilſt others, more uſeful to the Publick from 
their Extent and Facility in being brought to Per- 
feclion, are either totally unknown or neglected. 

The ſuperior Advantages acruing to the Inhabit- 
ants of a Country employed in this Manufacture, 
compared with any other Branch of Buſineſs, are 
ſo generally known, that it would be to no Purpoſe 
to enter into a Proof thereof: It is our Staple con- 


ſequently deſerves peculiar Attention; and, not- 
| F A 2 withſtanding 


. 

withſtanding the Progreſs in extending and im- 
proving it in ſome Counties in iter hath been very 
great of late Years, yet muſt the Manufacture be 
conſidered as in a State of Infancy, compared with 
many Parts of Germany and France ; and it is even 
believed, by People of Experience, that there are 
as many Looms employed in the Linen, 
Cheque and Cotton Branches in Mancheſter, 
and twenty Miles round it, as there are through- 
out this Kingdom. 

The Numbers and Capacity of the Inhabitants, 
the Fertility of the Soil, the general Convenience 
of Fire and Water, and the happy Medium of Heat 
and Cold, all contribute to make this Iſland the moſt 
extenſive in the Linen Manufacture of any Coun- 
try known, if the Foundation already generally 
laid were improved, and purſued with Attention 
and Perſeverance. 

To effect this with Certainty and Expedition de- 
| 2 entirely on the Meaſures of your Honourable 

oard, in the Diſtribution of the Linen Fund, in 
obtaining ſuch neceſſary Laws as may, by executing 
themſelves, effectually reſtrain the Working Peo- 
ple from forming themſelves into Combinations, 
which always precede Idleneſs and Rioting, and 
above all to preſerve the Reputation of ſuck Linen 
or Cotton Manufactures as are expoſed to Sale ei- 
ther at Home or Abroad. | 

Before farther Obſervations are made, it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſubmit to your Examination the Progreſs of 
Scotland for thirty-one Years in the different Bran- 
ches of the Linen and Cotton Manufactures, with 
the different Species and Eſtimate of their Linens 
ſtamped for Sale the laſt Year, and the medium 
Value of their Linens taken at three different Peri- 
ods, viz. in the Years ending the iſt of November, 
1728, 1745 and 1758, and the Plans of Encourage- 
ment propoſed by their Truſtees for the Linen 


Manufacture this preſent Year. _ 
ACCOMPT 
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ACCOMPT of LINEN CLOTH for 

Sale, ſtamped in Scotland, from the 

Iſt of Movember, 1727, diſtinguiſh- 

ing the Quantity and Value annual- 

ly, to the 1ſt of {Vovember, 1758. 

Yards. Value. 

1 1728) 2,183,978 L103, 312 9 3 
1728 1729] 3,225,155 6.0 114,383 19 8 6, 
1720 . . 1730] 3,755,022 z-8| 131,262 15 11 ¼12 

1730 . . 1731] 3,891,573 145,050 14 3 
1731 1732 4,384, 832 27 168,322 14 IQ 6-12 
1732 1733] 4,720,105 „ 182,766 2 x 3-12 

1733 1734] 4,893,499 | 185,224 3 11 
1734 1735] 4,880,023 4-4 177,460 3 gun 
1735 1736 4,538,478 48 168,177 13 Oe 
1736 1737] 4,721,420 6-8] 183,620 13 9 5-12 
173 1738] 4,060,011 5-8 185,026 11 9 6-12 
+ "8 1739] 4,$01,537 4-8 196,068 16 111 
1739 1740 4,609,672 6-8] 188,777 16 5 57 
1740 1741] 4,858,190 6-80 187,658 15 3 8.1, 
1744. + 1742] 4,431,450 46 191,689 6 6 3-12 
1742 . « 1743] 5,001,311 215,927 6 7 7-1 
1743 « 1744 5,480,727 229,304 12 310-12 
1744 1745 5,530,925 1-8] 224,252 8 O 1 
1745 1746] 5,486,334 | 222,870 13 2 12 
1746 1747 6,661,788 4-8] 262,866 10 2 6&1 
1947 ; 1748 7,353,098 - 293,864 12 11 6-12 
1748 . , 1749] 7,360,286 48| 322,045 8 g 54 
1749. - 1750] 7,572,540 3:8] 361,736 12 5 78 
1750 . I751 7,886,374 6-8 367,167 IT 62 
751 1752] 8,759,943 15] 409,047 6 7 
1752 1753] 9,422,593 6-5] 445,321 18 1 
1753 . . 1754] 8,914,309 406,816 8 0 3-1 
1754 « » 1755] 8,122,472 3-8] 345,349 14 © 1: 
1755 %. 1756] 8,547,153 5# 367,721 10 10 
1756 , , 1757] 9,764,408 7-f| 4or,511 g 9g7"2 
1757 . 1758110,624,435 5'f} 424,141 10 7 3-2 


ACCOMPT 


Years ending 
I {t Nov 
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ACCOMPT of the different Species Linen 
ſtamped in Scotland, from the Iſt of November, 
1757, to the it of November, 1758, 


Yards, 
White Linen, | 2,002,030 2-8 
Brown Linen, 2, 343, 302 4:8 
Harns, Strackins and Tweels, 317,073 6.8 
Diaper and Dornock, 176,579 48 
* Edinburghs and Doulaſs, 2,172,725 2-8 
Striped Linens, 78,162 6-8 
Checks and Bengals, 1,072, 275 6-8 
Tickens, 187,660 2-8 
Checkered Handkerchiets, 1,000,293 4-8 

Scots Muſlin Handkerchiefs, 383,634 
Carolines and Lawns, 253,988 3-8 
$ Glafgows, 0 555/145 68 
+ Pailleys, 48,536 48 
Callico and Sattiret, 14,352 6-8 
Nankeens, Britannias, Cc. 18,674 6-8 
10,624,435 $$ 


Valuation of the above, Yards. Yards. 
At and under 64. per Yd. 3,799,960 1-8 


Above 6d. and not exceed x 
ing 15. 4,810, 788 5-8" 
Above 15. and not exceed- ar 
ing 15. 6d. 1,394,306 7-8 
Above 15. 64. and not ex- 
ceeding 26. 6d. 378,823 78 
All above 26. Gd. per Yd. 240,556 18 
| 10, 62 5435 5-6 
Medium Value taken for three different Pest 
Yards. Medium Value. 


.[1728. 2,183,978 C. 103,312 9 3] 1144. 


1745. 5,536, 925 18 224,252 841] gad. 


1788. 10, 524, 435 50 424, 141 10 73] gd. 


— 


Edinburgbs are of the Fabrick of Oſnaburghs. 
$ Glaſgows are firiped, checked or flowered Muſlins. 
+ Paiſleys are Muſlin Neck Cloths. 
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The Commrsstoners and Tausruzs 
for improving Fisarrits and Ma- 
NUFACTURES in Scotland. 


For the Application of the RZcul An Funps un- 
der their Management. For each of three 


Years, from Cbritmas, 1753. 


For encouraging the Frennams, 


ws, I. s. d. 
OR Premiums. for encou- _ 
raging the Cod-fiſhing, a 
Sum not exceeding -  . 70.0 0 
2. For Premiums for ſearching for 
Shoals of Herrings, a Sum 155 
exceeding 75 0.0 
3. Foro Salaries to Wreck and 3 Fa, 
Maſters of Herrings, a Sum not 
exdgcding + , 70 0 0 
4. For Salwies to General Riding 
Officers, for ſuperintending and 
| overſeeing the F _ a Sum 
W 201k 1 3 {9 $500 


| Sum for the Fiſheries am nan... 


Carried forward 2 300 
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Brought forward /. 300 Ar 


For encouraging the LINEN b. 
MANVUACTURR. — 

Art. N : | * 4. d. 

1. For inſtructing young Men in the | 9: 


raiſing and dreſſing of Flax, and 
for Utenſils to be given them af - 
ter they are inſtructed. For Pre- 
miums to ſtationed Flax- raiſers by 
and Flax-dreſſers.— For Salaries 5 
to itinerant Flax: raiſers and 
Flax - dfeſſers for inſtructing the 
Country farmers.— And for o- 
therwiſe promoting the railing 
and dreſſing of Flax, a Sum 
not exceeding , . . 299 00 
2. For Heckles to be diſtributed in © 
different Parts of the Country, 
for diffuſing the Art of Heck- 
ling, a Sum not exceeding ' . 80 O 0 
3. For ſetting up Spinning-ſchools. 
For Premiums to the beſt 
Spinners,,—For Wheels and 
Reads to be diſtributed And 
for otherwiſe promoting the ſpin- 
ning of Linen Yarn, a Sum not 
J. 3:5. 5. i g59:0 © 
4. For Salaries | to Inſpectors of 
Yarn, a Sum not exceeding . 45 90'S 
5. For encouraging the ſorting of 
Linen Yarn, and ſelling it duly 
forted to Manufactures, at reaſon- 
able Rates, a Sum not exceeding 30 0 @ 
6. For introducing new Fabrics of 
middle-priced Linens, - a Sum 
EL . . . .' . . $000 
7. For ſmall Aids to the Caroline 
Manufactures, and the foreign 
Reed-maker at Picardy, near 
Edinburgh, a Sum not exceed- 
CC 


10 


Carried forward L. 926 o O 300 


1.9 
Art, Brought forward C. 926 O O 300 
g. For promoting the Manufacture 
of fine Linen, by Prizes or other - 
wiſe, a Sum not exceeding . 170 0 0 
g. For inſtructing Apprentices in 
the Art of Bleaching, a Sum 
not exceeding ; ; ; Nn "a0 © 6 
10, For promoting Bleaching, by | 
Prizes or otherways, a Sum not 
r 
11. For providing Utenſils, and 
making Experiments, for im- 
proving and promoting the dif- 
ferent Branches of the Manu- 
acture, a Sum not exceeding. 154 0-0 
12. For Salaries to Lappers and 
Stamp-maſters, a Sum not ex- 
1 
13. For furniſhing Types for 
Stamptaaſters, 4 Sum not ex- 
4 on ere 20 Ov 
14. For a Salary to an Officer for, 
examining and abſtracting the 
Stamp-maſters Books, a Sum 
r 
15. For Salaries to General Riding 
Officers, for ſuperintending and 
overſeeing the different Branches 
of the Manufacture, and ſor 
defraying their Travelling- char- 
ges, a Sum not exceeding , 390 0 0 
16. For defraying the Expence of 
Proſecutions againſt Tranſgreſ- 
ſors of the Manufacture-laws, a 
Sum not exceeding . . 
17. For a Salary to the Caſhier's 
Clerk, a Sum not exceeding . 20 0 0 
18. For defraying the Expence of 
the Secretary's Office, a Sum not 
—_ . . -. «-- $$T&S0 
Sum for the Linen Manufacture 2000 
B Carried forward C. 3300 


230 0 0 


30 0 © 


30 0 0 


( 10 ) 
Brought forward L. 3300 


Fer encouraging the MANUFACTURE 
of CoakSE Woot, 


Art. | re, Sc 
1. For Premiums, after the Rate of 
one Shilling per Stone, Tron 
Weight, for rough Wool, 
which ſhall be actually manu- 
factured into Goods, a Sum not 
exceeding att 4d 2350 0.0 
2. For Premiums for dying coarſe 
Wool, a Sum not exceeding . 20 0 0 
3. Fot teaching the ſpinning of ſaid 
Wool, a Sum not exceeding. .' 6000 
4. For a Salary to a General Riding 
Officer, a Sum not exceeding . 80 Oo 0 
5. For - Prizes for improving the 
Quality of ſdid Wool, and for Ex- 
periments, a Sum not exceeding 190 0 © 
Sum for the Woollen Manufacture —— 700 
— 


bo Total C. 4000 
By Order of the ſaid Commiſſioners and T ruſtees, 


— 


DA. FLINT, Secretary, 


TrusSTEES OFFICE 
3 2 June 159 


3300 


0 


611) 
E 


By tho Couuiss TON EROS and Taus- 


TEES for improving Fiſheries and 


Manufa&ures in Scotland. 


N 


For the Diſtribution of the Sum of J. 3000. 


for introducing the Linen Manufacture = 
and improving it in the HioHLAN ps of Scor- 


LAND. For one Year, 


Art. 
I. F OR ſupporting; the Linen Ma- 


nufacture at the new. erected 
Stations of Glenmoriſton, Loc h- 
Broom, and Loch-Carron, à Sum 
not exceeding J. 348. 8 3. for each 


EE 


Station, conform to the Plan or 


Eſtimate annexed, making for theſe 


three Stations . . te 1045-4 U 


For defraying Part of the Wages 


of two Boatmen for the neceſſary 
Service of the Station of Glenmori- 
ſton, a Sum not exceeding , 


3. For defraying the Maintenance of 


young Men from the Highlands, 
while inſtructing in the raiſing and 
dreſſing of Flax. 
miums to Flax-raiſers. and Flax- 
dreſſers ſtationed in different Parts 
of the Highlands. For Salaries 
to itinerant Flax-raiſers and Flax- 
— for inſtructing the Coun- 

-farmers, —— For purchaſing 


8 Tiveſeed and Utenſils for dreſſing 


Flax to. be diſtributed. And 
for otherwiſe promoting the rai- 
ſing and dreſſing of Flax in the 
Highlands, a Sum-not exceeding 


Carried forward . 


15 Q 0 


For Pre- 


590 O Q 


1650 4 ® 


Art. 
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the ſpinning of Linen Yarn in dit- 
ferent Parts of the Highlands ;— 
by ſetting up Spinning-ſchools ;— 
by giving Premiums to ſundry Un- 
dertakers to employ the Country 
in ſpinning ;—and for otherwiſe 
{omen the ſpinning of Linen 
;Yarn in the Highlands, a Sum not 
J 
For Wheels and Reels to be diſtri- 
buted; and for Utenſils and Pre- 
miums to be given for encouraging 
Tradeſmen of different Branches 
of the Manufacture to ſet up and 


carry on their Buſineſs in the 
209 16 0 


Highlands, a Sum not exceeding 
6. For a Salary to a General Riding 
Officer or Surveyor, for ſuperin- 


tending and overſeeing the diffe- 


rent Branches of the Manufacture 
in the Highlands, and for defraying 
his Travelling-charges, a Sum not 
ELLE a + xo cats 
7, For defraying the incidental Ex- 
ence in the Execution of this 
lan, and the additional Expence 
of the Secretary's Office on that 
account, a Sum not exceeding 


Brought forward J. 1630 4 0 
4. For introducing and promoting | 


900 © 9 


149 0 9 


100 © 0 


— 1 


3 


Total C. 3000 0 9 


- 


By Order of the ſaid Commiſſiners and Truſtees, 
DA, FLINT, Secrets!) 


TruSTEES OFFICE ; 
a Edinburgh, 7 c 22 June 1759. 


N 
PLAN or ESTIMATE of what 
is neceſſary for the annual Support 
of each of the new-ereted manu- 
facturing Stations of Glenmoriſton, 


Loch -Broom, and Loch-Carron. 


Art. | 
1. F OR purchaſing Lintſeed, to be 
diſtributed for ſowing, a Sum 
. VVV PṼ˙ 20 6 
2. For Prizes to be given among the | 
Raiſers of the greateſt and beſt 
Quantities of Flax, a Sum not ex- d 
„C anne <3. TY 
3. For a Salary to a Heckler, a Sum 


=—_ _ > e 
4. For a Salary to a Wheelwright, a 
Sum not exceeding , ., , 20 © 0 


5. For a Salary to a Spinning-miſtreſs, 
and for furniſhing Firing, Candle, 
and other Neceſſaries to the Spin- 
ning-ſchool, a Sum not E 28 0 0 

6. Towards defraying the Mainte- 
nance of the Scholars at the Spin- 
ning-ſchool, a Sum not exceeding 48 o © 

7. For purchaſing Wheels and Reels, 
to be diſtributed among the Scho- 
lars after they are inſtructed, and 
other proper Perſons in the Neigh- 
beurhood of the Station, a Sum 
not exceeding F 

8. For Prizes to be given among the 
Spinners in the Neighbourhood of 
the Station, a Sum not exceeding 4 8 © 

| 9. For a Salary to a Weaver, a Sum 

| not exceeding „ 

10. Towards defraying the Mainte- 
nance of Apprentices with the 
Heckler, Wheelwright, and Wea- 
ver, for the ſecond Year of their Ap- 
prenticeſhips, a Sum not exceeding 30 © 0 


50 0 0 


15 0 © 


— 


Carried forward . 246 8 0 
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Art. Brought forward FL. 248 8 © 
11,To a Principal Undertaker, for 
providing Flax to the People at 
the Station and Neighbourhood to 
be ſpun, and for defraying the 
Charge of Freight and Carriage, 
and other extraordinary Expences 
at the Station, a Sum not exceed- 

— SG e353 100 0 0 

— —_—_— 


Making in whole for each Station . 348 8 o 


Tt is the Opinion of many Gentlemen, that a 
farther Regulation with Reſpect to Lappers is neceſ- 
ſary, and I have procured the Scotch Laws for the 
Regulation and Improvement of their Linen Manu- 
facture to lay before you ; it is humbly concei- 
ved that your Hon. Board will think it expedient 
to adopt ſome of them, and particularly thofe with 
reſpect to Lappers, and Statuteable Yarn, altho' 
any Change in either of thoſe articles will no Doubt 
meet with much oppoſition, but a ſtrict Enquiry 
will ſhew the neceſſity thereof, as it will other- 
ways be impoſſible to preſerve the reputation of our 
Linens in Foreign Markets, or keep the Manufac- 
turers and Weavers up to any certain Standard in 
the different Species of Linens, &c. made in this 
Kingdom. 

The great Increaſe of the Scotch Manufactures 
is ſurprizing, conſidering the many diſadvantages 
they labour under, compared with us who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of Soil and Climate. more ſuitable for raiſing 
of Flax, yet their extraordinary Induſtry and Per- 
ſeverance ſurmounts all Difficulties, and more eſpe- 
cially as they have introduced Manufactures that 
,neither require a high Colour, nor much Yarn. 
The Imports of Foreign Linens into Eugland are 
ſo great, that they ſtill afford ſufficient Room 
for the Imployment of all our Inhabitants be- 
fore the Demand can be fully ſupplied ; and 
the Scotch and Iriſh for the moſt part being en- 

gaged 


Ye 1] 


gaged in different Branches of the Manufac- 
ture, and having the Markets of Spain, Portugal, 
Sc. open, whoſe demands are as extenſive as 
thoſe of England, leaves no Cauſe for a Jealouſy 
of interfering with each other in Intereſt. 

It is obvious the Truſtees of Scotland are of opi- 
nion, that their Manufactures receive great Be nefit 
from general Superintendants, Overſeers and Inſpec- 
tors, as a great Share of their Fund is ſer apart for 
that purpoſe, and it 1s humbly preſumed that it will 
be readily granted by many Gentlemen in this King- 
dom, who have expended large Sums of their own, 
excluſive of the Bounties of your Hon. Board, in 
promoting and introducing the Linen Manufacture 
in their reſpective Countries, that they wou'd at this 
Day be great gainers had half the Gratuities granted 
them been with-held, and in place thereof Men of 
Experience and Integrity been ſent to point out to 
them what Branches of the Manufacture were moſt 
ſuitable to be encouraged among their Spinners, and 
whether ſuch as required Bleaching were ſo properly 
adapted to their reſpective Conveniencies of Fire and 
Water, and what ſort of apparatus was abſolutely 
neceſſary, &c, and experience ſeems to verify, that 
it is not only requiſite in this Kingdom at firſt 
Outſet to encourage People to purſue new Branches 
by premiums and Bounties, but it is even neceſſary 
to ſpirit up ſome Individuals in a particular Manner ; 
and Mankind eaſily learn what is their Intereſt, and 
what not, when they ſee it explained by many Ex- 
amples. 

he Quantity of Brown Linens ſtamped for 
Sale in Scotland that are exported without Bleaching, 
including their Edinburghs or Ozenbrigs, Sc. is 
nearly half the Manufacture of their Country in 
number of Yards; their white Linens not above a 
fifth, and the Medium Value of their Linens de- 
clining ſo much within the laſt thirty Years ſhews 
that they find it moſt their Intereſt to go inte the 

coarſer Branches, = 
— By 


* 
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By taking a View in the next Place of the 1; 
Exports in Linen and Linen Yarn during the laſt 
59 Years, the Increaſe (altho* not aſcertained with 
ſuch exactneſs as the Scotch) will afford much room 
for obſervation, and ſhew to a Demonſtration how 
eſſentially and ſpeedily uſeful Laws and the regu- 
lations of your Hon. Board operate on this Manu- 
facture. 


An Acco of the Value of Linen Cloth and 
Yarn exported out of Jreland in the following 


Years. 

Yearsending] Total Value of | Total Value of 

at Chriſtmas. Linen. Yarn, 
1700 22250 "7 6 2/0 % 13 0 
1701 141120 0 | 39106 10 4 
1702 | 16259 15 42866 9 2 
1703 18173 3 9. | 37449 14 2 
1704 29432 6 10 5. 40137 3 4 
1705 | 31965 O | 39044 14 2 
17906 | 58395 14 7 | 34934 3 6 
1707 | $0543 10 Io | 51914 I 3 

Years endin | 

25th March. | 
1708 15540 4 7 | 12442 10 9 
1709 114043 12 8 |. 53859 16 0 
1710 [05535 17 6 | 47853 12 © 
1711 78425 18 9 | 43928 10 0 
17 12 86007 13 5 / 47496 15 © 
1713 113738 1@ Ir f. 70813 17 0 
1714 [155002 12 8 5158326 7 115. 
1715 107656 o 6 146263 o 2k: 
1716 lo9q05 5 9 [102847 I 9 
17 17 132018 10 5 189855 12 6 
1718 21732 17 0 547527 12 6 
1719 27798 5 2.158229 19 9 
1720 [1213899 4 ©. | 94334 1 0 

1721 1126038 1 6 | 88178 12 © 
1722 70998 4 © [88524 4 0 
1723 218929 5 94037 7,0 


Years 
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Total Value of 


Years ending | Total Value of 
2 5th March. l Linen. | Yarn. 
1724 |.192958 10 6 F. 87564 3 0 
1725 193249 7 6 822079 19 © 
1726 f 218419 15 © | 105042 11 © 
1727 238444 9 9 103726 1 © 
1728 234638 4 9 | 62975 5 6 
1729 196395 18 6 65206 13 5 
1730 206810 3 6 | 55485 15 9 
1731 [220256 15 7 84194 11 15. 
1732 237034 9 42] 92061 16 o 
1733 296567 5 82372 6 7 
1734 340734 18 15 108733 9 0 
1735 | 426339 18 9 | 95405 10 0 
1736 406759 9g 4% 88463 3 o 
1737 | 409252''7 8 [ 886173 11 0 
1739 | 245049 12 © | 95674130 
— 1739 | 297487 15 © | 109202 6 © 
1740 | 4ar85r 8 8 111256 18 © 
1741 | 480516 2 '© | 129941 4 © 
174 471611 4 % | 97984 3 6 
1743 403869 8 © | 85016 -0 o 
1744 - | 459366 18 108066 1 © 
1745 537897 4 6 132398 15: © 
1746 + | 512750 © 6 16645 10 © 
1747 722541 6 O | 173464 O © 
1748 ( 543291 19 4 . 116808 © 0 
1749 | 594021 3 9 | 130165 
1750 633360 3 4 | 134238 5 0 
1751 [731993 It 105. 142459 © © 
1752 621600 3 6 | 140442 5 o 
1753 | 694119 3 139428 5 o 
1754 806060 4 'o | 135567 © © 
1755 891982 4 8 | 167692 17 o 
1756 796288 11 4 161982 15 o 
1757 1033913018 8 | 186473 5 o 
1758 998837 3 © | 191970 15 o 
C The 
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The Laws paſſed the fifth of Queen Ann laid 
the firſt foundation of an extenſive Linen Manu— 
facture in this Kingdom, and the immediate in- 
creaſe of our exports thence forward, and eſpecially 
after the appointment of a publick Stamp by your 
Honourable Board about 1721, together with the 
eſtabliſhment of a publick Market at the Linen 
Hall about 1727, ſhews to a. Demonſtration how 
much this Kingdom is intereſted and benefited by 
a proper Application of the Linen Fund. 

Before the Laws paſſed the gth of Queen Ann, 
the Encreaſe of our Linen Manufacture was 
 fearcely Notice worthy, as Sir Francis Brafter ob- 
ſerves, that our Linen Exports were 12000 in 
1689, and in the Year ending Chriftmas 1701, 
they had only encreaſed to-14112 /, Thus flow 
was our Progreſs at that Time, but the Manu- 
facture being now firmly eſtabliſhed in many Parts 
of the Kingdom, it will be found leſs difficult to 
ſpread and encreaſe the Value of our Exports by 
hundreds of thouſands, than it was by thouſands 


ſixty Years ago; yet the Linen Manufacture was 


not totally neglected before that Time, as appears 
by the. Progreſs made by Lord Straſford about 
1636, and the County Premiums given by Parlia- 
ment. in Charles the Second's Reign, -- 

The Valuation of Linens exported: is too-highly 
eſtimated at an Average of 16 d. per. Yard, 
and this will be granted by moſt Perſons, 
converſant in the Quality of our Linen exports. 
The ., computed Number of - Yards exported 
in the Year Ending the 25th of March, 1758, was 
14,982,557 1-4, which only exceeds thoſe ſtamped 
for ſale in Scotland the laſt Year ending 1ſt of 
Novem. 1158, 4358121 1-8, yet, by the Scotch going 
into the Lower Branches ſo much, and the 1ri/þ eſ- 
timate being fixed toq- high, we are ſuppoſed to have 
exported more than double the Value of what they 
ſtamped for ſale. A more particular method in 
ſtamping our Linens as practiſed in Scotland wou'd 

* alway 
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always enable your Honourable Board to judge ex- 
actly of the progreſs made, and point out where 
Premiums are neceſſary” to encourage the intro- 
duction or extending of any new Branches, and an- 
ſwer many other valuable purpoſes, ſuch as keep- 
ing all Manufacturers and Weavers up to a Stand- 
ard in Breadth, Quality, Sc. However an exami- 
nation of the Scotch Statutes, which I have ready to 
lay before your Honourable Board when you think 
proper to call for them, will ſhew in an ampler 
manner than any thing I can offer, the neceſſity of 
adopting many of them. 

I ſhall now lay before you theaccount of Foreign, 
Linens imported into England in eight Years, at dit- 
ferent Periods, during a Courſe of twenty-five 
Years; as it would engage too much of your 
Time to make all the Obſervations that might be 
offered on this Head, ſhall therefore content my ſelf 
by making but few, as it will afford ſufficient Matter 
for your Conſideration, 

By an Examination of the Increaſe and Decreaſe 
of the Imports of the ſeveral Species of Foreign Li- 
nens, and Compariſons made between them, the Scorch 
and ours, you will be better enabled to form Conclu- 
ions where we have the moſt advantageous Proſpects 
of Succeſs, in ſtriking into new Branches of the Ma- 
nufacture, where Meir Manufactures are not affect- 
ed by our Increaſe, and where the Progreſs of this 
Kingdom and Scotland have leſſened the Imports of 
foreign Linens, as in Holland and Flanders Linen, 
(commonly called Dutch Holland) the Imports into 
England have decreaſed above a Million of Yards, 
Value 200000 /. per Ann. within twenty-five Years, 
from 1729 to 17553 yet Rufſia Broad, being ſtrong 
hempen and flaxen Sheeting, has increaſed greatly in 
that Time, by the Negle& of the Sheeting Manu- 
facture in this Kingdom, which is chiefly to be a- 
ſcribed to the Combinations of Weavers, wlio are 
moſtly bound in an Oath not'to make any Thing 6f 
the Kindwithour exorbitant Prices, and there being 
no > effectual Law in this Kingdom to keep Manu- 
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facturers and Drapers up to a Standard in this or 
any Branch of the ManufaQture, as in moſt other 
Countries. a | 

It is humbly hoped that Accounts of what other 
Countries are doing in this important Branch of 
Buſineſs in which this Kingdom is ſo deeply inte- 
reſted, where they are founded in Truth, and ſup- 
ported by indiſputable Authority, will be acceptable 
to your Hon. Board. But the Imports of Foreign 
Linens into England in 1751, 1752 and 1753 are 
laid before you with a farther View, viz. to correct 
an Account given before the Linen Committee of 
the Hon. Houſe of Commons laſt Seſſion, as it may 
be productive of dangerous Conſequences to the 
Publick to repreſent particular Species of this Ma- 
nufacture to Gentlemen in your eminent Situation, 
(poſſeſſed of both power and Inclination to encou- 
rage whatever may ſeem moſt uſeful to the King- 
dom) in ſo extraordinary a Light with reſpect to 
quantity and Value, as might draw your attention 
ſolely off the encouragement of all other denomi- 
nations in purſuit of two Branches that are inconſi- 
derable, compared with others. 

The Account in the Report of the Linen Com- 
mittee ſtands thus: That there is a conſiderable 
quantity of Kentings imported into England from 


Silefia, viz. Value. 

In 1751 there was imported into England l. 1019920 
In 1752 | 811512 
In 1733 651832 


And attributes the Decreaſe of the Importation 
to the Riſe and Progreſs of that Manufacture in 
Scotland. | 

That there are great Quantities of narrow 
coarſe Linens likewiſe imported into Eng- 
land, from twenty-three to twenty-ſeven Inches 
broad, and there were imported of that Kind 
10 Yards. per Yd, 
In 1751 - 35,952,048 worth at6d. £.898,801 4 
In 1732 24, 464, 964 6d. 611,624 2 
In 1753 - 32,488,753 64, n, - 

n 


DenomInNATIONS. 


Borclaps, 

Cambricks, 
Drilling, 

Heſſens or Barras,. 
4 Normandy, 


Canvas, 


Poldavies, 
Spruce or Packing, 
CVitry, 
>. c Napkening Sileſia, 
Tabling Sileſia, 
e Holland, 
Tabling Holland, 
CNapkening Sileſia, 
Tabling Sileſia, 
Napkeniag Holland, 
Tabling Holland,. 
Napkins Holland,.. 
Ruſſia under halt-ell, 
Dovwlaſs, 
Eaſt Country broad, 
Ditto narrow, 
Germany broad, 
Ditto Narrow, 
Hinderlands Brown. 
Ditto White, 
Holland and Flanders Linen, 
Holland Duck, 
Ruſſia Duck, 
Silefia Lawns, 
Muſcovia narrow, 
Neck Cloths Sileſia, 
Ozenbrigs, | 
Portugal Linfn, 
Turkey Linen, 
Old Sheets, 
Ruſſia broad, at Value, 
Diaper Ruſſia, 


0 


E 
8 
A 


Diaper 


Total Value, 
Medium Price, 


Total Number of Yards, 


Valuatior] Ending Chriftmas, | Ending Chri&mas, Ending Chri#mas, End 
per Yard. N 1733. 1741. 
25. od. 3063 3-4 Yards.] 16922 14861 | 
4 3 254310 490440 493328 14 
9 14821 1-4 136636 1-4 651442 1-2 96 
7 893367 4 1954926 1-4 1370390 187 
| 9 F942 14 1 1-4; 157 12 
10 35 32 1-2 
45. 1822486 1-4 45017414 2250987 1 242. 
9 65 | 168 3-4 
1 6 65171 56701 $7439 11. 
30 0 22123 29413 32852. 4: 
1 8 2359 4473 293 ; 
3 6 417 452 463 | 
13 93606 105645 98364 130 
2 10 27842 45731 36112 58 
1 6 5533 65078 1052 
3 0 2258 2454 483 
a 1 48 36 
4 211646 69547 140114 179 
I © 75 403 3-4 I6 1-4 4 
10 8307 1-2 1027 1-2 I25 
6 153628 3-4 288295 163038 3-4 297 
1 9 1696202 1151450 1149281 1-4 1002 
13 [21533785 22809728 3-4 22508925 19783 
6 30403 3-4 I4691 1-4 361771 81 
7 13540 $237 14 | 
4 O 1463518 3-4 1764550 1100602 1-2 462 
1 367096 1-2 I88188 3-4 $3322 3-4 76 
* ge 140668 3-4 175945 223807 1-1 17 
8 267416 133704 11780 490 
5 2622751 1-4 4920441 1-4 765052 2 992 
I ; 6 
7 98895 124555 87992 1-2 
9 9333-4 * 10 8 
6 3987 1-2 3492 30 
2 9 J 200000 1 27480 63 
1 7 17218 3-4 204810 1951564 480 
6 11359 | 
32050912 _ 38363507 3-4 31037459 3-4 29759 
L. 2087110 C. 23135902 122 (. 2040558110 41764138 
I 54. 3f. per Yd. 144. h. 144. of. 
L. 223458 129 L. 184794 f 2 L. 20075 


Duty paid on Importation, C. 192839 1 2 


An ACCOMPT of all foreign Linens imported into that Part of Great-Britain, c 
of the Accompt laid before the Hon. Houſe of Commons of England by the p 
1750; the Species, Length, and Duty paid thereon, certified by John Tomphyn. 
Valuation collected from Merchants that uſually import ſuch Linens into Englana 


ain, called England, from Chrifhmas to Chriſtmas, in eight Years, taken out 
the proper Officer in the Cuſtom Houſe, London, the 28th of January, 


mpkyns, for Fohn Oxenford, Aſſiſtant Inſpector General for the Quantities ;. the 


1 200757 12 2. 


gland. 
„Ending Chriſim as, | Ending Christmas, 
1748. 1751, 
8746 1-4 14871 1-4 
I48125 1-4 54289 
908027 1-4 1195792 3-4 
1878130 2570226 1-4 
I 60 18 3-4 
.  B 3-4 
2424118 3-4 4703943 3-4 
115876 60140 
| 43395 32509 
154 
88 
136412 88049 
58037 29685 
55 152 
51 27 
711 
179079 496732 
4107 . 
| 336 1-4 17 1-2 
297086 1-2 236767 1 
1002558 3-4 339223 3-4 
19783927 1-1 16878826 
81913 3-4 40556 4 
; 283 3-4 
452916 1-4 469327 2 
76927 65758 
1734⁰ 455983 3-4 
490336 509960 
2455 2129271 1-4 
996306 * 
43040 151832 3-4 
- 400 3334. 
& 3-4 82 1-2 
62950 23820 
48001 3 3-4 694840 
29759448 3-4 31242081 1-4 
1704138 14 3 of £.163353214 5 
14d. f. 124. 37. 


L. 182358 2 5 


* 


L 182287 1b 9 


Ending Chriſtmas, | Ending Chrifmas, 
1752. 1753. 
11055 32173 3-4 
174395 185520 
785016 1532071 1-4 
179619834 1974267 1 
2626303 3-4 3716568 3-4 
50 
76642 82617 
38192 25948 
30 37 
87801 96073 
31609 30726 
101 255 
15 | 13 
304855 331453 
316 1-4 225 
342567 1 126113 3-4 
301780 405985 
13894864 18982150 
44757 35677 14 
180 : 
405981 1-4 392168 3-4 
50026 1-4 63402 1-2 
410840 329026 1-4 
405696 325416 
17003114 4689933 3-4 
50440 83093 3-4 
75 31 6 1-4\ 
51 
43386 18030 
549231 1-4 1396618 3-4 
24132717 2348571230 1-2 
L. 1347926144 CL. 1908596 _ 
1 24. 1.34. J. 


L. 211212 11 9 


1754. 
13633 3-4 
140347 1-4 
1144017 
1935661 1-4 


3012696 


| $7430 
29388. 
220 
63 


111353 
30009 


43005; 


42097 
360697 
[15369660 
28842 4 


329117 
25112 1-2 
199046 1-4: 
515968 
1959917 * 


26157 1-2 
82 1-2 


29712; 
528105 


25959399 . 


£1433098 111þ. 


12d. 2f. 


L. 194577 14 7 


Ending Chrifmas,, 
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And the Perſon who gave in this Sketch further 
ſaid, that he had the above Account from the Cuſ- 
tom Houſe of London. | 

By comparing this Account with thoſe Years in 
the Imports of foreign Linens into England, it will 
appear, from the Number of Yards and Quality of 
the Goods, what Credit is to be given to it. 

The clear flowered Lawns imported into 
England from Germany are entered in the 
Character of Sila Lawns. The long Lawns 
are entered as narrow Germany, and there being (as 
computed) nearly as great a Value of the latter im- 
ported into England as of our Linens, they ſwell 
that Article ſo much in Number of Yards beyond 
the other Denominations, and advance the medium 
Eſtimate. There are many other Sub-denomina- 
tions of foreign Linens entered as narrow Germany, 
viz, Garlix, Dowlas, Silefias, Ozenbrigs, and Po- 
merania Linen. What is entered as Ozenbrigs (as 
I am informed) is of ſuperior Quality, and called 
Ticklenburgs. 

. The foreign Linens are now charged with an ad- 
ditional Duty of 5 per Cent. on the Value above 
what they were ſubject to before laſt Seſſion in Eng- 
land, and thoſe high Duties encourage the Manu + 
facturers and Importers to change the Species, ſo 
as to import them in Characters ſubject to the ſmall- 
eſt Duties, and even encourages the ſmuggling of 
conſiderable Quantities of the finer Sorts ; and, it is 
believed by many Merchants in England, that a new 
Regulation of the Titles and Duties paid on t. e 
different Species of foreign Linens, (there being 
many new Kinds introduced fince the laſt Regula- 

tion in the Book of Rates) would make a very re- 

markable Addition to the Revenue, 

Your Hon. Board have, with great Propriety and 
Wiſdom, called on the High Sheriffs of the ſeveral - 
Counties, to report the State and Progreſs of the Li- 
nen and Hempen Manufacture in their reſpective 
| Counties, 
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Counties, and what Encouragement would be moſt 
proper to improve and extend it therein. When 
their returns are conſidered, it is humbly preſumed 
that the report made to you in 1755 will cor- 
reſpond with them as much as can be expected 
from a View ſo limited and curſory. 

An Honourable Baronet in his Letter to the high 
Sheriff of the County of Cork has wrote fully on 
this Subject for that County, but it is believed the 
Scheme he propoſes will be too expenſive. How- 
ever his example in Introducing and promoting 
this Manufacture in that County hath done more 
than writing Volumes cou'd effect. | 

It is obſervable that whoever makes the Improve- 
ment of the Linen Manufacture in this Kingdom 
any part of his Study, has always ſome favourite 
Scheme to offer to your Hon. Board, and it is 
humbly ſubmitted to your Conſideration, whether 
the making * publick Markets for Linen and Linen 
Yarn throughout the Kingdom (where they are not 
yet eſtabliſhed) is not a rational and likely Scheme for 
promoting and extending the Manufacture effectually. 

There have been many examples of this Sort in 
different Parts of the province of Ulster, both for 
introducing the Manufacture and promoting parti- 
cular Species of it, none of which have failed of 
Succeſs. But thoſe Schemes have always been 

| under 


Jo give . 100 Premium in manner following, in 
twenty five Counties, and drop them as Markets become 
conſiderable in each County, viz. one Premium of {. 50 
one of C. 30 and one of {,. 20 in each County reſpec- 
tively, (except the Counties of Antrim, Down, 
Derry, Tyrone, Armagh, Monaghan and Cavan, 
theſe having good Markets and no occaſion for this 
Premium.) To the Merchant or Draper who ſhou'd 
buy and export to any part beyond the Seas, the greateſt 
number of Yards of Linen Cloth, Gray or white, 
twenty-five Inches wide or upwards (. 30, to the ſecond 
L. 30, and to the third in quantity {, 20. 
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under the Management of ſome active Perſons that 
have given Life to the Undertaking, and raiſed an 
Emulation and Spirit among the Competitors. 

It is humbly ſubmitted to your Conſideration 
whether this Scheme may not be carried into execu- 
tion in ſuch manner as to ſuit the whole Kingdom, 
except where Markets are eſtabliſhed, and g000o!. 
or leſs wou'd pay all Premiums and Contingencies 
attending it, and if the ſucceſs of it anſwered what 
might be reaſonably expected, it wou'd in ſeven 
Years be an effectual Means of encouraging Flax 
-growing, Spinning and Weaving, and in a great 
Meaſure: prevent Combinations among Workmen, 
It waw*d-greatly improve the quality of our Ma- 
ufactures, and raiſe and ſupport their reputation 
in Markets abroad. | 
It is very difficult, however, to form any Scheme 
that will not be liable to many Obſtructions in the 
Execution, unleſs the Progreſs of the Claimants 
and Competitors in each County were examined, 
and attended to, aſſiſted and inſtructed in export- 
ing what they Bought up, and on many occaſions 
the Value of their Goods advanced to them on 
exportation, other ways Frauds might be committed, 
and the Meritorious diſcouraged, and if once the 
Spirit of Competition was damped, it had been bet- 
ter that ſuch Premiums ſhould never be offered; the 
ſeveral Competitors might be directed to encou- 
rage the Manufacture of particular Species in par- 
ticular-Counties, and by that means lead- the Inha- 
bitants into ſuch Branches as were moſt ſuitable to 
the quality of the Yarn ſpun therein. 

» If a Scheme of this ſort ſhould be deemed wor- 
thy the attention of your Honourable Board, and 
put in Practice, it might be expedient to con- 
tinue it for three or more Years, in order to en- 
courage the greater Number to become Adven- 
turers, and there is little doubt but the ſucceſs of 
Individuals the firſt Year wou'd raiſe ſuch a Spirit 
and Emulation as wou'd ſtill encreaſe the Number 
of Competitors and Claimants the ſecond Ty. 
Ve 
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| have tried at great expence and with much trou- 
ble of late to eſtabliſh a Species of the Linen Manu- 
facture, called Britannias, and other Light Goods, 
ſuch as Linings and Linens for halt-ſtifning, in Con- 
naught,thoſe Manufactures being ſuitable to the grea- 
ter part of the Yarn ſpun in that province, but with- 
out Succeſs, the Weavers being generally very dif- 
tant from each other, and accuſtomed to Idleneſs, 
and ſpending much of their Time in Labouring, 
make ſuch flow returns as to diſcourage Manu- 
fadurers to make Eſtabliſhments among them 
without being encouraged - by Premiums to 
pay Overſeers and other neceſſary expences attend- 
ing new eſtabliſhments. However, having inſtruct- 
ed ſome Gentlemen who have Factories in that 
rovince, how to get thoſe Branches 'manu- 
factured, they are ſucceeding very well, and 
the Foreign Imports and Szotch Brown Linens 
ſtamped for Sale will ſhew the vaſt impor- 
tance of thoſe Manufactures to this Kingdom, 
where there is ſo much Yarn to ſpare, and Num- 
bers unimployed moſt of the Year. But it is hum- 
bly conceived, that publick Markets' encouraged 
would introduce ſuch Species of Manufactures into 
each County as is moſt ſuitable to their Yarn and 
Spinning, with very little trouble, and at a ſmall 
EXPence. | LIT 
Having already exceeded the Bounds I had pre- 
ſcribed tor myſelf in this Letter, hope you'll 
excuſe the Liberty I take in addreſſing it to your 
Hon. Board, and ſhou'd any thing I have here 
laid before you require a farther explanation, I ſhall 
be always ready to do every thing I can to give you 
Satisfaction. Permit me to aſſure you that no- 
thing gives me greater pleaſure than to have it in 
my power to lay any thing that may contribute 
to the Increaſe of the Linen Manufacture before 
your Hon. Board, and I have the Honour to re- 
main, with the utmoſt Reſpect, | 
Tour mi gedient and mot humble Servant, 


1 | Robert Stephenſon. 


